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Our New Tool Shed!                                        [image: image1.jpg]



At last, we have a tool shed for storage of tools and equipment, somewhere to put the strimmers, chainsaw, petrol chipper, lawnmower and everything else. Completed in June, this shed is of wood construction with corrugated roof. A tool shed like this may be classed as 'permitted development' under The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 - Section 7 on Forestry and Buildings Operations. We had to submit detailed plans to the Planning Department of Torridge District Council and agreement was given last year. Hand built onto a concrete base, the shed has double doors at one end and a side door at the other end. The building was constructed by a local firm and is certainly very solid. We hope to have enough space for a storage area for drying herbs and, most importantly, somewhere to make a cup of tea! The difference that this shed will make is quite significant as we will no longer need to trudge back and forth with equipment for establishing and maintaining the wood.

Brushcutter and Strimmer Training

Anne has become LANTRA qualified in use of a brushcutter and strimmer. This involved completing a one day course run by Field and Forest Training near Holsworthy. The training day was intended for people already familiar with use of these power tools and was packed with information about safety, dismantling and checking parts, using different techniques for cutting and more - definitely worthwhile!
Trees and Shrubs
Everything seems to be growing rather well - both trees and weeds alike. We are fortunate to have St John's Wort (Hypericum perforatum) as well as other forms of Hypericum. This plant, pictured here, has tiny black dots on leaves, petals and stem, which are glands which will infuse a carrier oil to a deep red colour. Pick the flowering tops from early July, they can be put into a jar with olive or sunflower oil, covered with a cloth and elastic band to keep out bugs, and allowed to infuse on a sunny window sill. Keep adding the herb as more flowers open and the oil becomes darker red. This infused oil can be used on the skin and is anti-inflammatory, analgesic and antiseptic. It is especially useful for treating painful skin conditions like shingles and it will keep for up to 2 years.
[image: image2.jpg]



Tools
Thanks to John and Tony from Somerset we have at last obtained a chaff-cutter, and this should prove very useful for chopping up roots and barks. However this is an original Bentall's machine and it is a fearsome-looking object with very large circular cutters and numerous feed cogs, so keep clear if visiting the wood!
Wildlife

The sulphur yellow brimstone butterfly has been seen quite a few times, flying fast around the upper parts of the site. This is probably the male as the female is apparently almost white, and so we may have seen these but mistaken for Cabbage White butterflies. The Brimstone butterfly favours Buckthorn and so we hope that populations will increase as the Buckthorn becomes more established.
Events and Information
Our next Working Wood Weekends will be 10am - 4pm on:
Friday 24 and Saturday 25th July 2009

Friday 14 and Saturday 15th August 2009
On these weekends we have two main tasks in mind, firstly to clear a path all round the edge by the fence and secondly to construct a compost loo. Join us and you can find out about the project in some detail, hear about some of the medicinal herbs and get plenty of exercise. We will be using both hand tools and power tools (each according to ability and experience!). You need garden gloves and stout boots, ideally a hat to keep off sun and suntan lotion. We will organise tea, coffee, hot water, chunky veggie soup, cheese, bread and fruit so long as we know you are coming. There is space to park a few cars. Camping possible although no facilities. Just phone Anne or Kay at 01363 777531 or 0781 7762549 or email us at herbaid@herbaid.co.uk .
Details of the entire medicinal tree and shrub project are available at www.holtwoodherbs.co.uk .
